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District Clerk’s Return of School Census, 1905, Jefferson School District, 

Loudoun 
 

Citation:  District Clerk, Jefferson School District. (1905). District Clerk's Return of School Census, 1905, 

Jefferson School District. Purcellville.: LCPS.  (Location Loudoun County Records Office, Round 

Hill). 

 

 

Circular  No. 269, School Census.   
The book contains a census of 
pupils ages 7-20 in Jefferson 
District.  There were 619 whites 
and 216 “colored.”  There were 
also no deaf or blind pupils.   
Similar census documents would 
have been created for other 
districts as well, like Broad Run; but 
those have not survived. 
 

The law required “the Clerk of each 
district in June or July, 1905 and 
every five years thereafter .   “ 
(District Clerk, Jefferson School 
District, 1905) 
 

We don’t know at this time if the 
date from the District Clerk Return 
were eventually forwarded to 

Richmond; there is no such indication.   What we do know is that in May, 1905, the 
Department of Public Instruction in Richmond sent out Circular No 269 to all Clerks of 
District School Boards to conduct the census.  A district was like Broad Run or Jefferson, not 
the county; however, it may be that these records, once forwarded to the county (Division) 
Superintendent and studied, were then stored and eventually disposed of, unfortunately. 
 

“To Clerks of District School Boards: 

 

The Law Provides: 

 

 1st.  That the clerk of each district school board, during the month of June or July, 
1905, and every five years thereafter, shall in proper person or by deputies 
approved by the Division Superintendent of schools take a census of all person 
between the ages of seven and twenty years residing within the school district, and 
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gather statistics relating to the interests of education in said district, according to the 
forms furnished by the Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

 2nd. That the district clerk, at the same time, also take a separate census of the deaf 
and blind persons between said age residing within the school district, giving the 
sex, age, and residence of each, and return a copy thereof to the Division 
Superintendent.  For this service he shall receive a similar compensation to that 
allowed for listing other children, and out of the same fund. 

 3rd.  That lists thus prepared shall be submitted for careful revision to the district 
school board as soon as may be after their completion. 

 4th.  That, when so revised, the lists shall be submitted, along with the other papers 
of the district, to the county board at its annual meeting, and immediately thereafter 
delivered to the Division Superintendent. 

 5th.  That for said service the clerk or his deputy shall receive compensation out of 
the district school fund at the rate of three dollars per hundred of the children listed 
by him, subject to abatement, on the discovery, before or after settlement of the 
account, of errors or omissions in the list, or to a fine, by the district board. 

6th.  That the district clerk shall, in proper person, or by deputies approved by the Division 

Superintendent of Schools, take the census of the school population; and that the Division 

Superintendent of Schools shall exercise special care in securing a prompt and accurate 

discharge of this duty.” (District Clerk, Jefferson School District, 1905). 

 

Teacher’s Register for Virginia Public Schools, 1903, Jefferson District, Salem. 

 

This register provides daily accounting and attendance of pupils  at the Salem school, and what 

they studied.  (Location:  Loudoun County Schools Records Office, Round Hill). 

The Virginia Public School Register:  1886 - 1888, Clark’s Gap and Round Hill. 

 

This register provides daily attendance information by month of pupils for 1886-1888 for Clark’s 

Gap and Round Hill.   The book also provided information on which texts were used.  These 

schools were in the Jefferson District.  (Location:  Loudoun County Schools Records Office, 

Round Hill). 

 

The Virginia Public School Register -  Round Hill, 1895-1899 

 

Two copies of the register have survived, covering daily attendance at Round Hill, Jefferson 

District.  (Location:  Loudoun County Schools Records Office, Round Hill). 
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