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Willisville as a community is located at the crossroads of Willisville, Millville, and 

Welbourne Roads1 

1868   

The school’s history began two years before the State segregated system was instituted 

with the sale of about half an acre of land on October 1, 1868 by John A. Carter2  and 

George Evans3 to Garner Peters4 and Benjamin Berry5 for $40. (Circuit Court of 

Loudoun County, 1868, Oct 13.)  The land was described as follows:   (a) Beginning at 

a corner of Townsend Seaton6 in Fletcher’s line, in the middle of the public road leading 

from Clifton Mill to the village of Unison, thence in an eastern course with said Seaton’s 

line 49 yards to (b) a stone to be planted, thence in a northern course with said John A. 

Carter’s land to (c) a stone to be planted, thence with the middle of said road in a 

Southern course 49 yards to the beginning.  

                                                           
1
 Gardner, Amy (2006-09-24). "Willisville Still Waiting for Indoor Plumbing - washingtonpost.com". The 

Washington Post. 
2
 John A. Carter was born in 1811, was a white widower in the Mercer Township, with a large family and worked as 

a farmer, according to the 1880 US Census for Loudoun County.  In 1870, this area was known as Bloomfield. 
3
 Judging by the 1880 US Census for Loudoun County, George Evans was likely a “mulatto” farmer born in 1821 and 

a neighbor to Townsend Seaton.  .  In 1870, this area was known as Bloomfield 
4
 Judging by the 1880 US Census for Loudoun County, Garner Peters was born in 1821 and likely a “black” hostler in 

Mercer District.  In other words, he worked with horses.  Often people who handled horses and mules at hotels 
had this title.  .  In 1870, this area was known as Bloomfield 
5
 I didn’t find a Benjamin Berry in the Mercer District in 1870 or 1880; but there was one in Fauquier County, so 

perhaps that’s him. 
6
 Townsend Seaton was a white farmer born in 4 Dec 1825 and lived in the Mercer Township, according to the 

1880 US Census. .  In 1870, this area was known as Bloomfield.  Seaton died in North Fork, Loudoun County, 
Virginia, 27 April, 1908. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/09/22/AR2006092202002.html
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The land was to be held in trust for a “School House and lot for the exclusive use and 

benefit of young colored persons and children.  The said school to be governed by such 

rules and by laws as shall be determined from time to time by a majority of said 

Trustees or their successors in office.”  In addition, the land and School House could be 

used on the Sabbath for holding Sunday Schools for the exclusive benefit of colored 

persons and for holding religious worship on Sabbath days for the colored population of 

the neighborhood. 

Construction of the school was done by the Freedman’s Bureau for $150.  This was first 

public school for blacks in southwest Loudoun, which was completed in 1869. The 

church’s successor became Willisville Methodist Chapel (Scheel). 

1918 

The school burned down on June 1, 1918. (Circuit Court of Loudoun County, June 19, 

1920). 

1919 

By 1919 the original trustees had passed away and been replaced by Frank 

Henderson7, Dorsey Warner8 and Moses Peters9.  All of them might have been born 

into slavery, certainly Peters, or could have been the children of slaves, a good heritage 

to spur the decision to advance education for African-Americans.  (Circuit Court of 

Loudoun County, June 19, 1920). 

Following the demise of the school house/church, the “colored people of the community 

and neighborhood of Willisville” held a meeting on June 1, 1919 and passed a 

resolution with the intent of conveying the land to the Mercer School District. 

“Be it resolved by the Colored People of Willisville and vicinity, in the County of 

Loudoun, in the State of Virginia, in duly called assembled meeting that it is our wish 
                                                           
7
 According to the 1920 Census for Mercer District in Loudoun, Henderson was born in 1865 and worked as a 

“mulatto” stable man in a private stable. 
8
 According to the 1920 Census for Mercer District in Loudoun, Warner was “mulatto,” born about 1865 and lived 

on Mountville Road.   His occupation was listed as chauffer for a private family. 
9
 According to the 1920 Census for Mercer District in Loudoun, Peters was “black” and born in 1853.  He lived on 

Saint Louis Road and worked as a farm laborer. 
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and order that certain parcel of land on which formerly stood our school and church 

building, until destroyed by fire on the 1st day of June, 11918, and which was deeded to 

us for school and church purposes be conveyed by the Trustees of said property 

without reservation to the School Board of Mercer District, a body corporate at which 

meeting Moses Peters was Chairman and Lucius Gaskins10 was Secretary.  “ 

The resolution also described the land as being the same land as conveyed in 1860 

1959 

The school was sold in 1959 and the children were transported to Banneker in 

Middleburg.  The sale itself was done at public auction on Saturday, April 4, 1959 at 

noon on the steps of the Loudoun County Court House.  Structure was described as a 

two room frame school house.  The school board's title was held in the Archives of the 

Circuit Court of Loudoun County (Circuit Court of Loudoun County (Archives), 1959, p. 

Folio 410), Leesburg.  Source: Poster for Public Auction, Schools Box #2, Archives of 

the Circuit Court of Loudoun County, Leesburg (Circuit Court of Loudoun County 

(Archives), 1959). 
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 Two people named Lucius Gaskins could be our Gaskins.  According to the 1920 Census for Mercer District in 
Loudoun and his WWI Registration Card, Lucius Harrison Gaskins was born Oct 10, 1873, so he was 45 at the time 
of registration.  The census for 1920 described him as a “mulatto” servant in a private home.   According to the 
1918 registration card, he worked as a cook for Mary Neville of Middleburg (Loudoun) and worked near 
Wellbourne in Loudoun.  His nearest relative was Anna Gaskins of Upperville, Fauquier County, which borders 
Loudoun.  Gaskins also lived in Upperville.  Little is known about his appearance, other than he was bald. In 
addition, Lucius Gaskins, Jr.  of Upperville (born 1890 in Willisville) also registered for the draft in WWI.  He worked 
as a farm laborer and his employer was also Mrs Robert Neville near Willisville.  Mr. Neville was an Irish immigrant. 

http://loudounschoolproject.wordpress.com/loudoun-colored-schools/banneker-colored-school/
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