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Education during Loudoun’s Segregation Era
• The Edwin Washington Project plans to document the educational 

experience of African-Americans in Loudoun from the conclusion 
of the Civil-War until full integration in the 1969/70 academic year.

• In a very real way, this will be a monument to those who struggled 
against Jim Crow.

• There are four basic products under development by our project.
• A book that explains what happened during segregation, based on the 

documents we are examining and interviews.

• A catalog (now under development) of all of the documents related to the 
segregated era of schooling in the LCPS archives, the archives of the Circuit 
Court of Loudoun and the archives of the Prosperity Baptist Church in Conklin, 
plus such private, relevant archives to which we become acquainted.

• A database showing who studied in which school, who instructed and where 
the schools were, some of which still stand.

• An effective preservation and conservation program that maintains the 
collection at LCPS archives for future researchers
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Working With Volunteers

• We have several ideas on collaboration, but we are happy to 
explore any fresh concepts.  Feel free to recommend your own 
mini-projects once you become familiar with our resources.

• Because the project entails direct access to original, often 
fragile documents, we will also train volunteers on how to 
handle them.  
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Project Topics (not in order of priority)
1. Chemistry

2. Conservation and Preservation

3. Daily Life of Students and Family

4. Data Base

5. Digitization of the Records

6. Finance and Budget

7. Health Care.

8. History and Political Science Instruction

9. Instructor Profiles

10. Music

11. Petitions

12. School House Physical Profiles

13. School House Sales and Deeds

14. Transportation Means and Routes
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Chemistry
• We have access to descriptions of the actual experiments 

high school African-American students used in 1927 to 
understand chemistry.   

• It would be great if experts in this area could review the 
methods for safety and educational value.

• A professor of chemistry from China did some preliminary 
analysis; but we need an American perspective for 
comparison. 

• The experiments were conducted by a woman from the 
village of Conklin while studying in Washington, DC.  She 
then became a public school teacher in Loudoun.

• The final product would be an essay describing each 
experiment, keeping in mind that they took place in 1927,  
thus without access to today’s science.

• Because the experiments are available on-line, this 
particular project is very suitable for volunteers who can’t 
spend a lot of time in the Round Hill facility.  See 
https://conklinproject.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/newv
olume4old3.pdf

Chemistry Students in 1903
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Conservation and Preservation
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The collection has many fragile documents of 
great historical importance.  One of our goals 
is to preserve documents from deterioration, 
often by using acid-free containers.  

Some documents will require special 
methods, such as when a newsprint has been 
pasted over diary pages, or when book 
bindings have deteriorated. 



Daily Life of Students and Family
• We will learn much about the daily lives of students, family and from 

official records; but the best source will likely be interviews of people 
who lived through segregation, both white and African-American.  
Their personal stories will fill in the bits that no official record can 
fully describe.

• We need to interview as many people as possible, especially since 
many are very aged and some are ill.  

• This particular project will require a team effort and training.
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The Database
• A core goal of the Edwin Washington Project 

is to create an on-line Microsoft Access-
based database that enables anyone to track 
where a student studied and where teachers 
instructed.  Each student and teacher will 
also have a very basic profile.

• Project entails a team uploading emailed 
data, scanned pages from historical sources.

• This particular project is well-suited to 
volunteers who can accurately upload large 
amounts of data but who might not have 
enough time to work in the lab.
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Digitization

• The project entails working with over 30 linear feet of documents 
plus some books and on-line material.

• We have already begun to scan and digitize petitions and other 
priority documents; but need to expand the effort, prioritize what is 
to be digitized first and what might be too sensitive for public sharing, 
such as academic performance grades and health records.
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Finance and Budget
• This project requires an in-depth analysis of the budget and how it 

impacted the two races.  It will be one of the most challenging project 
and require a team approach.
• Did the budget discriminate in the provision of resources between the races, 

and how?  Are there any documents that explain why?

• It was very hard to find appropriate funding for salaries or building 
construction, especially during the world wars and the depression.  What 
were the sources and how were they used?  Were any targeted to “colored” 
schools?

• In the 1940’s Superintendent O.L. Emerick informed the School Board the 
mal-distribution of resources, toilets, etc., between the races was prejudice 
and that if the system was not corrected within four years, the courts would 
order change.  When did Emerick first seem to understand this issue?
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Health  Care

• Good education requires proper health, starting with 
examinations for illnesses and dental problems, as well as 
immunizations and treatment.

• Project requires a review of County Nurse reports, Term Reports 
and other reports to determine the level of care for African-
Americans in the target era.  

• A particular interest is the 1918 epidemic.   All schools were 
closed for a time to reduce infection.
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History and Political Science
• We have access to lists of the textbooks used by students from 

around 1915 through integration.

• We do not have the actual books, so this project would require 
the researcher to look up the US history and Virginia history 
texts, which are often on the internet in Google docs and other 
platforms.  We are also prepared to obtain the books through 
interlibrary loan.

• What we want is:
• (a) A list of required U.S. and Virginia History Books, with notes on 

which years they were used and if it can be determined if both African-
Americans and whites used those books.

• (b) An essay that examines how the books described the rationale for 
the Civil War (often called the War between the States), slavery, and 
segregation. We are not asking for a detailed, academic analysis, unless 
the student is capable of that task.  Instead, we are simply looking for 
objective reporting.  Anthony and Larry will be available to answer any 
questions on the subject matter, by way of background.

• Because the books are mostly available on-line, this  particular 
study would be excellent for volunteers who can’t spend a lot of 
time in our Round Hill location.  However, to accomplish (a) will 
require direct access to the original files.

This book was printed in 
1915, then reprinted.  It 
contains a discussion of the 
political view of the Union 
and explores state’s rights vs 
Federal authority. 

In this book, which 
can be found on 
Google, there are 
separate chapters on 
the civil war and 
“recovery.”
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Teacher Profiles

• The master database will create links to each 
teacher and a profile of the individual’s career; but 
we also want to develop a general biography on 
each of them that captures his or her character.

• As an example, Norman Camp taught at Douglass 
High School and informed us of how after Sputnik 
went up he gained a federal science grant that 
launched his new career into a professorship, 
despite misadventures related to racial prejudice.  

• This particular project will require interviews when 
possible; but also research through ancestry.com 
and other sources.
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Handling Petitions
• Project deals with the many handwritten petitions 

we have found that focus on a range of issues, 
everything from asking for coal to heat school houses 
to asking for help prevent a building from collapsing.  
Some ask for new teachers and other plead for 
fairness in salaries.  In other words, these are the 
messages of true heroes who stood up for their 
community and asked for change.

• We have scanned most of the petitions; but need to 
transcribe them and develop a list of the heroes and 
heroines who took the time to partake in this form of 
Democracy.

• We also want to know what happened to each 
request.  Was it honored or denied, and how or why.
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Music
• Music often plays an important role in education, and has long been seen 

connected to arithmetic.   We have approached by scholars  at the 
University of Toledo to look for all references to music, regardless if for 
African-Americans or white students.

• We have found a number of such references; but it would be helpful if 
someone made a dedicated search.

• As an example, the 1914 School Fair had an official band.
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School House Profiles

Ashburn Colored School in 1940

• A definitive list of former “colored’ schools does not exist.  

• So far, we have identified 39 possible schools, some which may have 
been in the same building under different names.

• We need to locate each school, identify when it operated, who 
studied and instructed at that location and understand its  physical 
condition.

• For this part of the project, we will develop a physical profile for each 
school.  

• This would include an essay on each school, photos of each standing 
structure and could include models, art work and computer graphics.

• Volunteers will have supervised access to unique, original documents from 
the era.   This includes handwritten petitions from citizens asking for repairs 
or coal for heating, official monthly reports by teachers, insurance records 
and other documents that describe the buildings, their furnishings and the 
land they sat on.  Some documents are fragile or sensitive, so all access is 
supervised.

• We would like the essays to compare the structures with white schools and 
try to draw some conclusions on how responsive the system was to request 
for assistance.

• We are prepared to develop photo field trips to each of the existing 
structures
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School House Deeds and Sales

• Related to developing profiles on the school 
houses, we need a complete set of plats and deeds 
for each property.

• Some of this information will be found in the LCPS 
archives; but much of it will be in the archives of 
the Circuit Court of Loudoun County.

• Each needs to be scanned digitally and labeled, if 
possible, showing the beginning and end of LCPS 
ownership, as well as the location of the original 
files at the archives.
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Transportation Means and Routes

• Initially, students and teachers walked to school, then 
eventually horse drawn wagons and buses (private 
and county owned) were used, starting with white 
citizens, then “colored,” the term then used for 
African-Americans.

• We would like an essay outlining the modes of 
transport, which schools had access to them and 
when.   

• We have documents that lay out routes, so we also 
propose the development of maps showing the 
evolution of school transportation over time for both 
whites and African-Americans.  Many original maps 
and personal family letters exist on this topic, which 
should also be helpful.
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