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THE EDWIN WASHINGTON PROJECT 

26128 Talamore Drive, South Riding, Va 20152 
www.edwinwashingtonproject.org 

 

June 10, 2017 

 

Dear Friends, 

I want to thank you for your financial, volunteer or other support for the Edwin Washington Project, 
which tracks segregated education in Loudoun from 1865 to 1968, when integration arrived.   Now 
that the summer has begun, we would like to make a special request for more donations, to help 
us move into the next phase.  We also have need of more volunteers, so if you know someone 
who might be interested, please let us know. 

 
We are trying to raise $2800 at this point, mainly for archival boxes and folders.  They are acid 
free, chemical free containers designed to keep documents, maps, charts and books safe from 
physical deterioration for at least another century.  Many of our records date from the 19th century 
and all are irreplaceable, especially petitions from parents for repairs to schools, and equality in 
transportation and for teachers.   We also have blueprints and many photographs.  All of this 
material is being scanned and digitally stored onto special drives.  We are also creating an on-
line mapping service that will provide an easy to understand depiction of where the schools and 
the transportation routes were, along with analysis comparing white vs black transportation.  Your 
donations make all of that possible, as well as our website and work with private archives that 
have data relevant to understanding segregated education in Loudoun. In addition, we soon must 
purchase a modern data management system like PastPerfect.   

 
Any size of donation will help.  To do that, send a check to the Edwin Washington Project, 26128 
Talamore Drive, South Riding, Va. 20152.   You can also make a digital donation with your credit 
card by clicking on the donation button on our website.  See www.edwinwashingtonproject.org.    
We are incorporated in the State of Virginia as a non-profit and have received 501©(3) status 
from the IRS. 

 
Our focus is on the African-American experience; but because our records cover both White and 
Black schools, we have been able to compare the two systems.  We have also been able to assist 
scholars studying white education in Sterling, Purcellville and Lovettsville and especially the 
Unison-Bloomfield school. 

 
Allow me to pass on two recent discoveries made by our volunteers.  When going through hand 
written records this week, we came upon the name of Rosalie Scipio, who instructed at Bull Run 
Colored School between 1945 and 1948.  Last Monday morning, hers was just another name; but 
then we discovered her photo in a couple of yearbooks (1936 and 1937) from the integrated 
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Belpre, Ohio High School.  That’s exciting because we have very few photographs of teachers 
from the country schools.  Over time, we hope to also build up her bio, along with all of the others 
who instructed African-Americans during segregation.   
 
A few weeks ago we also learned about George H. Russ.  His name was fixed to a petition 
aimed at enhancing the primary school in the Loudoun County Training Center, which also 
housed unaccredited secondary instruction.  We discovered from his death certificate that 
George was born at Oatlands Plantation in December, 1859, thus had been enslaved. George 
died in 1937, his trade being a carpenter but he was no ordinary carpenter or petitioner. He was 
also a real politician whose history had been forgotten.   In the Leader (an African-American 
Newspaper) on February 9, 1889, it was reported that George H. Russ, Robert Jordan and Isiah 
Allen of Loudoun County were members of the Colored Republicans of the 8th Congressional 
District. They were accepted to seat in a meeting supporting General Mahone to “redress the 
wrongs perpetrated upon the colored people of the South in their rights of suffrage and the 
frauds committed upon the ballot box.” They also elected delegates to represent the 8th in the 
National Colored Convention that was to meet March 6th.   
 
The support we have been able to render to other projects like the restoration of the Ashburn 
Colored School by the Loudoun County School for the Gifted,  historical associations in 
Loudoun and the discoveries about George and Rosalie are all examples of why we are so 
grateful that the records, which had been destined to be burned, were instead saved by the 
Records Office of the Loudoun County Public Schools.   These personal histories and those of 
the school houses in which they served deserve to documented and never forgotten.  With your 
help, we can continue to do that. 

 
 

 
Thanks for your support, 

 
Larry Roeder, 
Principal Investigator, the Edwin Washington Project. 
www.edwinwashingtonproject.org 
703-867-2056 
roederaway@gmail.com 
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Archival Boxes 

 
Large Image Archival Folders 

 
Archival Newspaper Covers 

 
Archival Envelopes for Certificates. 

 


